Barrington Tops

Escape, relax and explore the lush rainforests and ancient beech forests of the World

Heritage-listed Barrington Tops, one of the state’s premier wilderness destinations.
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MUST SEE AND DO

Explore the World Heritage-listed
Barrington Tops, enjoy scenic drives
and spectacular views.

Fill the boot of your car with fine
produce from the Farm Gate Trail
or discover the boutique wineries
of the northern Hunter at Gresford
and Stroud.

Visit St Anne’s 19th century church
at Gresford and look for Dr Henry
Lindeman’s grave.

Dine alfresco at charming cafés and
restaurants in historic country towns.

top left to right: Giant snowgums at
Thunderbolt’s Lookout, Barrington Tops
National Park, Hamilton Lund; Flowers,
Hamilton Lund; Waterfalls, Barrington Tops
National Park, Geoff Higgins; Breathe in the
Barringtons, Hamilton Lund

far right: Snow on mountain, Barrington
Tops National Park
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Natural wonders

Barrington Tops is a 25 km long plateau,
surrounded by more than 20 valleys. It covers
over 120,000 hectares of unspoilt wilderness
where visitors can set up camp, go horse-
riding or mountain-biking, or explore the
area by 4WD.

Barrington Tops National Park

Wander through forests of subtly striped
snowgums, covered in snow in winter, or
discover the complex ecosystem of the
subtropical rainforest, where the native flora
includes delicate orchids, fleshy elkhorns and
staghorns, and gigantic bird’s nest ferns.

In the woodlands and the moss swamps, the
ground is dotted with bluebells, paper daisies
and delicate rice flowers.

Amid the leaf litter, you may be lucky enough
to see scrub turkeys and lyrebirds, satin
bowerbirds, wallabies and pademelons. Sharp-
eyed visitors may catch a glimpse of koalas
and quolls, or even platypus diving and ducking
in a mountain stream.

Staying in the wilderness
Even when you're in the middle of the
Barrington Tops wilderness, you needn’t leave
creature comforts behind. While there are
many well maintained campsites, those who
prefer conventional accommodation can
choose from mountain resorts and retreats,
B&Bs, cottages, rustic farm stays, units

and bunkhouses.

Historic towns

Many of the towns in the area were settled

in the early 19th century and can trace their
origins to the timber industry, gold prospecting
and even ship-building. While you're exploring,
why not sample the local specialties? Pick

up a Farm Gate Trail map from the visitor
information centre and look for farm gate
producers selling products as diverse as alpaca
wool, perch, wine, cheese and lavender.

And wherever you go, dine at charming cafés
and restaurants in historic country towns such
as Paterson, Barrington, Gloucester, Clarence
Town, Gresford, Vacy and Stroud.

Gloucester and Dungog

The towns of Gloucester and Dungog are at the
centre of outdoor activities in the Barrington
Tops. When the snow melts, trickles from the
high peaks form into wild rivers and become
plunging waterfalls in fern-lined gorges. Picnic
riverside or, for something more adventurous,
sign up for a whitewater rafting expedition or a
skydiving adventure, a 4WD tour or mountain-
bike riding.

At Gloucester stroll along the streets and stop
to chat with local shopkeepers — some stores
have been owned by the same family for more
than 130 years. Take time to enjoy a cup of tea.

4 For more information, contact the
visitor information centres at Gloucester
and Dungog, telephone: 1300 130 647, or
visit: www.barringtontopstourism.com.au



ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES
Try your hand at trout fishing.

Ride a mountain bike and experience
the sights, smells and sounds of
country roads.

Go skydiving and admire the
magnificent scenery.

Hit the trail and go on a guided
motocross adventure through
Chichester State Forest.

Take the challenge and walk to Careys
Peak at 1544 m, on the edge of the
Barrington Plateau via the Link Trail,

one of the many superb walking tracks.

NATURE EXPERIENCES

Lunch with the llamas at the Lavender
and Llama Farm, Wallarobba, midway
between Paterson and Dungog.

Experience a night under the stars. Go
spotlighting for wildlife in the State
Forests and National Parks, listen for
frogs or just marvel at the Milky Way.

Watch out for the many species of
endangered wildlife along the walks in
the State Forests and National Parks
of Barrington Tops.

Meet the goats at Capparis Cheese near
Gloucester and chat with the makers.
Three styles of cheese are available.

Look out for platypus in the pools in
the Williams and Barrington rivers, or
along the Blue Gum Loop Track in the
Barrington Tops National Park.

Barrington Tops National Park

Covering 95,000 hectares, the parks and reserves in the Barrington

Tops complement rainforest parks born from an ancient volcano.

Natural habitats

Ranging from subtropical rainforest to sub-
alpine snowgums, the lush valleys, high plains
and extinct volcanic peaks of the Barringtons
provide a habitat for a range of plants and
animals — more than 52 mammal, 278 bird,
42 reptile and 18 frog species, although
eastern grey kangaroos, wombats and swamp
wallabies are more common.

Declared a World Heritage Area in 1986,
the park has three sections, each offering
something different.

In the southern section there is a variety of
rainforest walks, rivers and a long, difficult
climb from Lagoon Pinch to Careys Peak.
Although you'll be rewarded with wonder-
ful views along the way, especially from The
Corker, it's a steep 9 km ascent.

The eastern section is the place for camping
on a sheltered river bank. Take the 90 minute
drive over gravel roads from Gloucester to
Gloucester Tops and soak up the spectacular
views. Drive along the Barrington Tops
Forest Road, where you can experience four
different types of rainforest and a 2000-
year-old Antarctic beech forest.

The northern section is reached by a scenic
loop drive across the Barrington Tops
Plateau, where camping, picnicking, lookouts
and a range of walks can be enjoyed in a
subalpine setting. Explore Barrington Tops on
foot — there are a number of walking tracks
to enjoy, suitable for all fitness levels.

The park offers campers a great range of
habitats, from subtropical rainforests to
subalpine meadows, but the range of altitudes
means you should be prepared for changeable
weather. Camping areas include Polblue Swamp
and Devils Hole (both accessible by car via
Barrington Tops Forest Road) and Little Murray
and Junction Pools camping areas (accessible
by 4WD or foot via the Barrington Trail).

Whether you're driving or hiking, take a picnic
lunch and relax by fast-flowing streams. Some
wonderful picnic areas include Honeysuckle
and Gummi in the northern section of the park,
and Williams River, Williams Top and Lagoon
Pinch in the south. With so much to discover,
you'll come back again and again.

For further information, contact the
National Parks and Wildlife Service,
telephone: (02) 6538 5300, or visit our
website: nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

BARRINGTONTOPS 23






